
PRACTICE-BASED ABSTRACTS 

For the Joint Meeting of the 24rd ISSTDR & 22nd IUSTI Congress in Amsterdam, Netherlands, the 

Scientific Committee of the STI & HIV World Congress has introduced Practice-Based Abstracts as a new 

abstract submission category. This year’s conference has made a commitment to optimizing the 

engagement of community members by facilitating discussions around person-centered integrated 

service approaches and ensuring that community voices contribute to the prevention and treatment of 

STI’s and HIV. By the use of the term community, the Scientific Committee is referring to those priority 

populations affected (often disproportionately) by sexually transmitted infections including HIV, locally 

in the host city as well as regionally, nationally and internationally in the home countries and cities of 

the congress attendees.    

The practice-based abstract submission category is one of several action items developed by the 

Scientific Committee and Community Committee to increase community engagement at the Congress 

through highlighting practices, programs, and policy initiatives that improve STI and HIV prevention, 

treatment and care access among diverse communities and priority populations.  

A practice-based abstract submission should describe STI/HIV-related problems in clinical practice, 

public health, community engagement, education, health promotion or policy; the approach to 

addressing the problem; and evaluation or other findings describing the outcome or impact of the 

approach. Abstracts should be well structured, rigorous and demonstrate a novel contribution to 

knowledge and practice. Specific guidelines are noted below:  

• Maximum 300 words (authors and title not included) 

• Submissions should use the following headings:  

o Background/Purpose: describe the problem and outline the program or policy aims. 

o Approach: outline the main components of the program or policy. 

o Outcomes/Impact: Include concrete observations and findings of the social community 

or political impact of your work based on completed or ongoing work. For negative or 

unexpected outcomes, you should include lessons learned for future work in this area. 

o Innovation and significance: Explain why your program or policy is unique and of 

significance, including why this project program or policy is an important response to 

current STI and/or HIV-related health priorities. 

Practice-based abstract submissions from community members and/or professions are welcome and 

encouraged.   

 


